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ON FUTURE MISERY. 
Designed as an answer to @ piece, which 
appeared in the Advocate, Vol. 2, No. 

15, page 117, signed, ‘The Scriptures.’ 

T understand the Author to mean misery 
after death, when he speaks of future mise- 
ry. The only point to which I shall at- 
tend, in these remarks, will be to show, that 
sin and misery do not extend beyond the 
grave, but end at death: consequently, 
there isno future misery, as this Author 
SUpposes. 

i shall endeavor to prove this by the fol- 
lowiig particulars. 

1. It is evident that there must be a 
great and particular operation of Christ in 
the article of death itself,or the holiest mere 
man, that ever lived, could never immedi- 
ately enter into the kingdom of glory. 

The acknowledgement of Paul was, 
“ that when he would do good cvil was pres- 
ent with him.” Job said, “ that if he should 


by sufferings after death, the greatest saint 
needs the same. Neither repentance nor 
faith, which we exercise, can: or does atone 
for one sin 3 in the view of the law, consid- 
ered in ourselves, all our sins remain. It 
is certain, “ that what things scever the 
law saith, it saith to them that are under 
the law, that every mauth may be stopped 
and all the world become guilty before 
God.” © All have sinned and come shart 
of the Glory of God.” If any, then, need 
purification, by sufferings afier death, why 
not all? But this, for our Huthor, would 
prove too much. He believes that some 
need it, while others may do without it — 
But if there is not a just man on ecerth that 
; doeth good and sinneth not, [ see not, ii it 
be necessary for any,why it is not necessary 
for the human family. Thus, if we plead 
for the necessity of purification, by sin and 
misery after death, we must plead for its 
necessity universally. I connect sin with 
misery, in future sufferings, because,it would 





say he was perfect that also would prove | be strange that men should be punished for 


him perverse.” David bitterly lwments the 
greatness of his sin ; that he was shapen 
in iniquity 5 that there was no soundness 
in him ; that he had seen an end of all per- 
fection, &c. Indeed this is, in effect, the 
language of all the inspired writers. Sin 
is the matter of their complaint ; and as 
there are none, who live and sin not, even 
every day and hour of their lives, so it is 
evident that the best and most holy men 
are greater sinners when they are about to 
die, than at any time of their lives before ; 
because the multitude of their sins are in- 
creased by those, which they daily and 
hourly commit. Now consider the perfec- 
tion of the law, that it requires nothing short 
of sinless perfection, that it is exceeding 
broad, extending to every thought as well 
as our words and actiens ; and how could 
Paul or any other saint, who ever lived, 
have any rational or scriptural ground to 
hope, that they could ever enter into the 
kingdom of glory, unless there was a great 
and particular operation of Christ in the ar- 
ticle of death itself. 

Hence it is evident to me, that if any, e- 
ten the greatest sinner, needs purification, 


isin in future, when they }: «luo sins cons 
sequently men must sin ina tuture world or 
they will not be punished there. 

2. The scriptures assure us, that every 
human creature, at death, enters immedi- 
ately, into a fixed and eternal state.. This 
has been the opinion of christians from the 
time of the propagation of christianity, the 
church of Rome excepted, since she became 
apostate. Limitarians have invariably be- 
lieved that the righteous enter immediately 
into glory; and sinners immediately into 
endles misery, at death; proving a fixed 
and eternal state for all at death, although 
those states differ from each other. 

If these two different endless states were 
true, it would establish the truth of our sec- 
ond particular, although it would militate 
against an universal restoration whether 
partly at death, and partly after ages of suf- 
ferings from the time of death. 

The thief on the Cross had the promise 
from Christ that he should that day be with 
him in Paradise. Paul desired to depart 
and be with Christ. To his brethren he 
said, we know, that if our earthly house of 
this tabernacle he dissolved, we have e 
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building of God, an house not made with 
hands eternal in the heavens. 

The uncleannesses under the law, point 
out or typify man’s mora] pollution in life 5 
bathing himself in water,wasuing his clothes 
&c. &c. denotes the means of instruction 
and the spiritual worship of God during the 
day of life; continuing unclean through 
the day till the evening, and then being 
completely clean and returning into the 
camp, argues our sinfulness through life, 
notwithstanding the means we enjoy, and 
that at death, which is the close of life, as 
the evening is the close of day, we are made 


clean from our moral pollutions, as_ the bo- , 


dy was of those which were natural. Hence 
this conclusion,to me,is inevitable, viz: that 
all mankind are polluted with sin through 
the day of life; but freed from sin and 
Made morally clean in or at the article of 
death. It, therefore, is plain that there is 
no middle state of puriiication between this 
and that state of blessedness, which is eter- 
nal. 

Christ is the ‘true light, which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world ;’ 
hence I lay some weight on the feelings 
and dispositions of mankind as to this point. 
There are various opinions in this as well 
as in other subjects, owing to diflerent in- 
struction in youth ; yet there are no people 
to be found on earth, who feel and conduct 
as though their friends or any of the human 
family were suffering the vengeance of a 
purifying fire, in another world. If this 
were, in fact, a truth, the light, which eve- 
ry creature posscsses, would givea sense of 
it to every creature, which no one on earth 
ever did experience. 

The cases of Enoch and Elijah, with all. 
who will be alive at the resurrection, when 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an cye, 
they shall be chenged; differs nothing as 
to the matter of it, from the dead, who at 
the same time shill be raised incorruptible. 
The dead shall be raised meorruptible and 
we (i.e. all who are then alive) shall be 
changed. How changed? Ans. Into the 
likeness of Christ’s glorious body. 

Thus, if all, who are sinners at death 
need purification after death ; then every 
human creature must sufler misery and re- 
main sinners beyond the grave for a space : 
But it is certain that some of mankind have 
gone from this world immediately to glory; 
therefore those did not need purification af- 
ter death. 

Sd. Sin is perpetrated by the body, 
dwells in the body, lives with the body, and 
dies with tle body or tabernacle of flesh. 





Does that,which we denominate conscience, 
ever consent to sin assin ? does not dissuade 
from sin while its commission is contempla- 
ted? does it not reprove and condemn for 
sin after itis committed? If it does, we 
cannot say that it is necessary to have the 
consent of conscience, before sin can be 
committed. Paul says that the flesh lust. 
eth against the spirit, and the spirit against 


‘the flesh, and that these are contrary the 
one to the other ; so that ye cannot do the 
_ things that ye would. Gal. v.17. Now if 
‘flesh and spirit, in the case of sin, are op- 
' posite, and yet sin is committed, it is com- 


mitted by the flesh or body only. Theim- 
mortal principle in man never sins. 

Our author, by the signature, ‘The Scrip- 
tures,’ for whom I have an high esteem, 
(for Tam persuaded that I know him) ap. 
pears to have made a very great mistake 
when he says, ¢ the body is no more thana 
machine, acted upon by the soul and spir- 
it, which receive the more lasting defile- 
ments by the foul stains of sin. The bo- 
dy doth not die for the sin of the soul; i.e. 
this is not the ajixed penalty of the law ; 
but the denunciation of death, or misery, 
is against the soul that sins ; wherefore it 
is the soul that sins, not the body.’ 

It is a little surprising, that men of tho't 
and candor can sufier themselves to need 
correction in things so very plain, when a 
little cireumspection would have rendered 
such correction needless. 

I will inquire what is the soul, what is 
the spirit and what is the body: because 
these are the three ingredients of which 
man is composed, 

Ist. What is the soul of man? Ans. It 
is the animal life of the bedy. The body 
of Adam was formed and was complete in 
all its parts ; yet was lifeless and inactive. 
God then breathed into this body the breath 
of life, and he (man) or this body became 
a living soul. Soul then is the natural ox 
animal life of man. But by soul, in serip- 
ture, is often meant the person or persons 
of men, women and children. Thus all the 
persons of Jacob’s family are called the 
souls. Gen. xlvi. 26. All the souls that 
came with Jacob into Egypt, &c. Soul is 
the life of a body otherwise dead and ia- 
active ; but by this life, such a body is a 
living soul. ; 

2d. What is the spirit of man ? It is that 
immortal principle within, which is an eme 
manation or spark from the Divinity him- 
self. It is the source of understanding, it 
is the conscience, the reprover of all sin, 





and that, which dissuades from sin; it is 
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holy in its desires and immortal in its na- 


ture. 
3d. What is the body of man? It is the 


untoward tabernacle of flesh composed of 


earthly materials, which is liable to be de- 
compwosed, taken down and reduced to its 
original earth. Now soul, in scripture, is 
sometimes used for the spirit, and the spirit 
used for the soul; but generally lite ought 
to be used instead of soul: thus what shall 
# man give in exchange for his life, (not 
soul.) The redemption of their life (not 
soul) is precious and it ceaseth forever, &c. 
Sometimes it means the person of man: 
thus the person (not the soul) that sins shal 
die. Itis hence evident that sin and guilt 
pertain to the living body of man, which 
was not sintul before it became a living soul, 
und it is not sinful after it ceases to be such. 
Sin reigns only in the mortal body, and 
this only is in the time of life. ‘The spirit 
being untainted with. sin, returns at death to 
God, who gave it; while the body returns 
to the dust as it was. Now when our au- 
thor says it is the soul that _ sins, 
not the body, I wish he would attentively 
sead Gal. v, 19, 20, 21, 22, and to the end 
of the chapter. Now the works of the flesh 
are manifest, which are these—Adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,idol- 
utry, witch-craft, hatred, variance, emula- 
tious, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, en- 
vyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, 
and such like. 

To say that the body, in all this, is a ma- 
cline, actuated by the soul and spirit, and 
that the body does not sin; is a sentence 
which I consider quite erroneous and even 
dangerous in its consequences to mankind. 
Boues are a part of the body, and they are 
full of the sin of youth ¢ in our flesh dwells 
no good thing: 

1 crant, that a living body only is capa- 
ble of sin, for before lite was breathed into 
it, and after life has forsaken it, the body is 
incapable of sin. The carnal mind or spi- 
rit; all fleshly desires and inclinations 3 an 
evileye; eyes full of adultery, that cannot 
cease from sin; and every inclination pro- 
ducing the above black catalogue ; origin- 
ate inthe carnal or fleshly spirit or mind, 


and are perpetrated by the living body.— | 
Indeed neither reason nor scripture caa | 


support any man in his pretentions of find- 
ing sin any where, but in the living body ; 
that body, which is a living soul. It is 
hence evident, that there is no sin, which 
can be named, that does not die with the 
Dody ; death is an everlasting end of the sin 
ofa mortal pody, equally as it is the end 


of the mortal body itself. Death is the end 
of sin and sorrow. 

It is quite singular that this author should 
inadvertently or designedly (for it must be 
one of the twain) assert that David had 
tried the purifying fire of future misery ; the 
whole reasoning and argument before and 
after that, to which L allude, go to prove a 
future state of misery and distress, in a re- 
gion called hell ; and then the author says 
that David had tried it. (page 119.) That 
which renders it still more singular, is, that : 
David should tell of it himself. Hesavs te 
God, thou hast delivered my soul from the 
lowest hell. Was this future misery after 
death? No, it was great afiliction here in 
this life. 

I would ask whether Christ could be in 
Paradise and in hell at the same time ?— 
This writer supposes that Christ, after his 
crucifixion, went into a plage of suffering 
called hell, not only to preach to the sufter- 
ing spirits there, but also to suffer himself ; 
but that his soul was notisere. It is won- 
destul that men will so often confound soul 
and spirit. The soul of Christ like that of 
ours is the natural life of the body : so that 
a living budy is called a soul, and the ex. 
tinction of life was not, to Christ, continu. 
ed in the grave. ‘This is an exact reading 
of the Greek ; or, thou hast not left my life 
in the grave: i.e. my body was restored 
to life or raised from the dead. Acts ii. 
87. Psuchen invariable means Life. Thou 
wilt not leave my life in the grave,neither wilt 
thou suffer thine holy one to see corruption. 
I would notice Sodom’s restoration and 
Christ’s preaching to the spirits in prison, 
but these must be referred to a future num 
ber. Epiror. 

HORSE-LEECH. 

The Hebrew word Halukal, which ‘is 
translated horse-leech, means a sort of worm 
or naked insect, that lives in the water, ofa 
black or brown color, which fastens upon 
ithe flesh and does not leaye it even when 
,ready to split with blood. The two daugh- 
‘ters must be a lustful eye and an insatiable 
appetite : for it cries give, give, and ap- 
pears never to be satisfied. 

REMARKS. 

This insect may point out Just in all its 
various operations 3 lusts of the flesh, lusts 
of the eye and the pride of life. ‘The two 
daughters are avarice and ambition, which 
are never satisfied. The desires of the 
flesh together with the lusts of the eye and 
the pride of life, if indulged, become insa- 
tiable. They never say it is enough. 
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Thas the lust of the flesh reduces man’s 
dignity not only to be ona level with that 
of the beasts, but even beneath it ; and nev- 
er is satisfied. ‘The eve, we read, is never 
satisfied with seeing, and it excites desires, 
which never say enough. The pride of 
life is a subject of great vanity and compre- 
hends all the irregular and inordinate de- 
sires of man. Pride being at the bottom of 
all the pursuits of men in such situations 3 
the desire is never satisfied 5 give, give, is 
the burden of their song ; emulations, wrath, 
swellings, tumults, &c. with avarice and am- 
bition. the two daughters ; generally cut 
men off from the character of honest men, 
evince their insatiable desire after filthy lu- 
cre and drown them in destruction and per- 
dition. 
‘has, they that will be rich, fall into 
ptation and_a snareyand into many fool- 
0 dartfablusts, which drown men in 
ion and perdition. For the love of 
‘ , >*2e root of allevil, 1'Tim. vi. 9, 


pose that fate is here intended 
_.e-Jeech, and in that case the two 

s would be death andthe grave, 
aever say itis enough, but cry give, 


‘© was the remark of a certain judicious 
serson, that the excellency of a discourse, 
as to its effects, consisted in ajust and close 
application. Lam so weil pleased with this 
reurk, chat i believe it’ to be necessary, 
especially in this instance. 

The institutors of missionary secieties for 
the purpose of supporting missionaries a- 
mong the heathen both of our own and for- 
eign countries, appear to bear a near resem 
blance to the horse-leech 3 the desive that 
men, women and children should, etre, and 
give aga’n and aguin, seems to be insatia- 
bie 

The system of nussionary societies, and 
tie mode and minuer of collecting money 
are truy «ston shiny. The sums collected 
hove been great ; the appropriations, gen- 
ersly, not understood 3 the urlency and 
artim the method of collection bas argued 
design; aud notwithstanding piety anda 
regard for the salvation ofthe heathen, have 
been th» ostensible reasons which excited 
them tw ery give, give; yet there are so 
mei y inst. ces of an insatiable avarice, of 
unfair, (not to say) dishonest methods used, 
that it cannot gain the belief of candid, sen- 
sible men. ‘To call this the Lord’s money; 
the box the Lord’s treasury ; the applica- 


tion of it the Lord’s service ; that the Hea- 


that missionaries cannot go without money, 
and the like ; appearto be pious frauds, 
designed to werk upon weak minds, and to 
cratify that avaricious spirit, which, in all 
ages and countries, generally, has been the 
character of clerical men. Thus they cry 
give. give, and as to satisfying their desires, 
that is out of the question. ‘the art of col- 
lecting money was borrowed from Rome, 
and the Romish church is styled the myste. 
rv of iniquity for this among other things ; 
t urope has been robbed of its treasure ;— 
the people made poor, the churches rich, 
the clergy fat and plump ; the tabies of the 
poor thinly set with crumbs 5 those of the 
clergy with all manner of dainties : and for 
what ? to satisty if possible (but it is impos- 
sible) that horse-leech’s spirit, which cries 
give, give, and is never satisfied. 

I have two weighty objections to the mis- 
sionary cause as it is conducted: I say 
weiglity, for so they are in my mind. 

Lhe first objection is against the manner 
of conducting it. ‘The apostles went out to 
preach and instruct the world depending on 
providence for protection and support.— 
Read their account of privations and sutier- 
ings, and consider their success. They did 
not go out with worldly hosor, and with 
worldly treasure, nor copying the fashions 
of the world, nor its pomp and_ splendor. 
Put our modern missionaries appear in the 
directly different: point of light. They go 
ont in the full fashion and splendor of the 
world, with large pecuniary sums as the 
ground of their confidence, in the room of 
providence ; not suffering the loss of all 
things, to gain the heathen ; but abounding 
in every thing, which the nature of the case 
admits; not with the opposition of the 
world, but with the apprebation and esteein 
ota worldly church and state united. Thus 
the small success attendant on many years 
of missionary labors, with the vast sums, 
which have been expended, convinces me 
that the manner of conducting this business 
is exceptionable. 

The second objection is against the mat- 
ter of their instruction. ‘The apostles car- 
ried the good news of salvagion to every 
creature wherever they went, to Jews and 
Gentiles ; the eternal election of all man- 
kind to eternal life; the universal design of 
Christ’s mission to all mankind and that, 
accordingly, as God purposed in himself, 
'so in the fulness of time he might gather to 
gether in one all things, in Chrigt. They 
preached repentance and faith as the effect 
| of God’s mercy discovered to their under- 





then will be damned without missionaries ; | standing, and that good works flowed as & 














GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


15¢ 





A +00 oer 
cousequence from the knowledge that God 
is good 3 that the universal love of God to 
creatures, is argued from the universal re- 


guiiement of creatures to love God. But 
our moder missionaries carry, in reality 
bring nu good news at all. ‘Though they 
preach that there is a number elected to ev- 
erlasting life, yet nobody can tell, who are 
yi this number, so as to rejoice in it. Re- 
penance and faith, they consider as means 
oi eternal life and so make salvation to be of 
woiks 5 in fine the gospel, with which the 
heathen are entertained is not the gospel of 
grace 5 but the law of works, for that does 
not deserve to be termed gospél, which has 
works for its foundation. 

‘Thus IL conceive that the manner and 
matier of missionary business is very diff- 
erent from that, whieh promises success. It 
upperrs not to be conducted on gospel prin- 
cipies, but is consistent with almost every 
p.ineiple of worldly gain,. worldly honor 
wid pride 3 and this, | conceive, is proved 
by «he horse-leech temper, discovered, in 
the perpetual ery of give, give. Let the 
nissiouaries go forth in their own country 
first in the manner and spirit of the Apos- 
thes of Jesus Christ; let them preach the 
pure gospel of the grace of God, and blow 
the jubilee trump ef salvation to all sinners 
(for it belongs to all mento know the good 
news,) let them enjoin all the christian gra- 
ces and Virtues, not as procuring salvation. 
but as expressions of gratitude for it; and 
it is strongly to be presumed that their en- 
deavors uiay be blest for the consolation 
aad rejoicing of many. E-piror. 


‘ 
! 
ih 


To the Rev. D. Bascock, of Buffalo. 
i:XAMINATION OF THE EpiscoraL CaTeE- 
CHISM, &c. 

(Concluded from page 139.) 

fir: Agreeably to the pledge I gave in 
this paper on the SOth of January last. I 
nave completed my examination of the E- 
piscopal Catechism; and having allowed 
two weeks, for reflection, since the publica- 
tion of my last number, I now proceed to 
a few concluding remarks, before finally 
dismissing the subject. 

I have addressed to you fourteen num- 
bers, in which parts of the catechism haye 
been quoted; and in each I have endeav- 
ored to give you and the public such views 


! 
} 


gree, is taught by the new views the pub- 
lic now entertain of that catechism. It has 
been but too common for people to admit, 
unexamined, whatever absurdity they met 
that was called religious, and in this way 
the Episcopal chatechism has long passed 
for what itis not. It is to that feeling we 
can trace much of the clamor which has 
been raised, by the Episcopalians, against 
the strictures I have published. Several 
have repeatedly remarked that the criti- 
cisms were strictly correct, in point of fact, 
so far as human reason could decide, but 
that they should be condemned because 
they constitute a species of trifling with sa- 
cred things. All this I expected would be 
done, and in my prefatory address to you 
upon the subject of this examination, I sta- 
ted that such was likely to be the case.— 
The event shows that [ have not mistaken 
the genius and views of some of your peo- 
ple. ‘To yourself, also, I gave, in my first 
address, a full explanation of my reasons 
for addressing myself to you, in particular ; 
and I was nota litle surprised to hear you, 
npon a recent occasion, say you wondered 
why the writer of this addressed his pros 
dactions to you. If you are not fully in- 
formed upon that subject, I will here re- 
peat my reason, which was given you on 
the 30th of January last, in these words :— 
“ As you are one of the clergymen who re- 
commend the contents of the book to the 
public, I have addressed these remarks to 
you, as [shall do all the chapters of the ex- 
amination,” &c. This is certaiuly free 
from ambiguity ; and F know not how you 
could have any doubts upon the subjeci to 
which it refers. Perhaps i may as well in- 
troduce here, another remark of yours, viz. 
“ That I write in a bungling manner.”’—~ 
Had I offered myself as a teacher of ele- 
gant composition, that should be free from 
“ bungling,” as you express it, there would 
have been room for complaint, in case of 
failure; but my object has been widely dif- 
ferent, and [ am not, therefore, bound to 
plead to your charge. I profess nothing 
but plainness, either in thought or style, 
and I have addressed only the reason of 
my readers. The best evidence of my suc- 
cess inthis is to be found in your com- 





‘plaints about my style of composition, a 
|matter which has no connection with the 
‘suhject. For instance, when I exposed 


of those parts as comport with rationality. | the fallacy of your position, namely, that 


{n doing this I have been actuated solely 
by a desire to discountenance superstition 


‘the wicked will be punished’ in “ darkness 
| and fire,” is it reasonable to presume that 


and to advance the cause of piety: and} you would stop to criticise the manne in 


thst J have succeeded, to a very great de-| which I expressed it, had you not icund if 
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impossible to refute my reasoning? Such 
subterfuge, sir, illy comports with the char- 
acter of your station. 

But however you may have erred upon 
tis subject, you stand not alone. In my 
first address to you, I expressed an opinion 
that some of your followers did not possess 
liberality enough to wish an examination ; 
and their conduct has shown I was not mis- 
taken. I have written against superstition, 
and a person boasts of having procured a 
paper, containing my remarks, for the pur- 
pose of kicking it about the room, to ex- 
press an opinion of its contents! Can 
stronger proof be wanting that supefstition 
has made that person a slave? How long 
would it be necessary for a person to kick 
a paper about the room, before such kick- 
ing would refute the arguments it contains ? 
At the eighth page of your catechism vou 
say you trust that God will keep all the 
human family from everlasting death, and 
I would ask, how Jong a person who dves 
not believe all men will be kept from “ ev- 
erlasting death” must kick about the room 
this eighth page of the catechism, before, 
by so doing, he can show its contents to be 
erroneous? ‘There is reason for you to 
fear that the public will attribute such folly 
toa total absense of argument in support 
of your cause. For myself, 1 fear not the 
result; as every such act but serves to 
urge the necessity of a speedy reform, 

As I war not against individuals, I have 
carefully avoided every improper personal- 
ity ; and that I have done some service to 
my fellow men, in the exposition of error, 
is so visibie as amply to reward me for the 
labor I have bestowed. 

I now take my final leave of the subject 
which has so long engaged both your atten- 
tion and mine; and in so doing, permit 
me to add, in the language of your Prayer 
Book, as my most earnest wish, ‘ that both 
by your life and doctrine you may shaw 
forth the glory of God, and set forward the 
salvation of aél men, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord,” 

A UNIVERSALIST. 





_ For the Gospel Advocate. 
We have recently seen a copy of the 


“ Baptist Register,” a periodical publica- 
tion issued at Utica, in this state, and edit-. 


ed by Messrs. E. F. Willey, E. Galusha 
and 8S. Lothrop. 


find some remarks upon the subject of at- 
onement, from the pen of one or more of 
the editors, of so curicus a nature that we 


In the number before us, . 
dated the 24th of the present month, we. 


ae 
cannot pass them by. ‘The writer begins 
with a complaint that there is much seeming 
difference in the belief of those christians 
‘* who are esteemed sound in the faith,” as 
to the nature and extent of the atonement, 
Who they are that are thus “ esteemed” he 
does not tell, but goes on to say he thinks 
there is, in fact, very little difference, which 
he explains thus : 

“When some men say, that the atone. 
ment was designed for al! mankind, they 
are far from desiring to intimate that it was 
the purpose of God, that all men should be 
savingly benefitted by it.” 

And pray, gentlemen editors, what do 
such people mean, if they do not mean what 
they say? They say the atonement was 
designed for all mankind. By whom was 
it so designed ? Answer, by the Almighty. 
Then, if the Almighty designed the atone. 
ment for all mankind, all must be benefit- 
ted according to the design. But, say these 
editors, all will not be savingly beuefitted 
by it. Well, how then? will a part be 
savingly benefitted by it and a pait dan- 
ningly benefitted ? Can the atonement be 
the cause of damning a man, and at the 
same time be a benefit tohim? The ben- 
efit arising from being damned must be 
very trifling, E should suppose, to the suffer- 
er! 

Take another passage from the same 
page : 

* And when it is said by others, that the 
atonement is made for only a part, it is far 
from their intention to say, that no bless- 
ings are bestowed on the non-elect on ac- 
count of the atonement. 

Here, as before, these editors say, that 
* those christians who are esteemed sound 
m the faith” assert what they do not mean. 
They say the atonement is made for only a 
part, yet blessings are bestowed, by it, on 
those for whom it is not made! How does 
this come to pass? ‘The atonement, accor- 
ding to this statement, is perverted from 
the purpose God designed it, and the per- 
version is caused by God himself! Such 
is the perspicuity of these three editors, up- 
on the subject of the atonement, and we 
must gather from it what we can of their 
opinions of the Deity. Whether the bap- 
tists, generally, believe with these men, we 
have no means of knowing ; but we should 
really hope they have more rational views 
of the character of our common father than 
to say he acts against his own designs. 





i 





| Surely I would speak tothe Almighty, 
and I desire toreason with God.—Jon. 
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DELUSION. 
We have often been much surprised on 
visiting conference meetings, to hear peo- 


ple, who have long made a profession of 


religion, and who would be considered as 
very picus and good men, tell how wicked 
they are, and what hell-deserving sinners. 
We have doubted the sincerity of these per- 
sons, in thus representing themselves such 
vile and wicked characters, and have been 
induced to believe, that if any other person 
were to attribute the gross wickedness up- 
en them which they charge upon them- 
selves, they would be disposed to prosecute 
them for defamation. A very false and 
pernicious notion has entered into the mind 
of man, and that is, that to make confes- 
siun of wickedness is an evidence of piety. 
Consequently, the greater knowledge we 
have of our wickedness, the greater piety 
we possess. Deceived by this we find that 
those who, in the pride of their hearts, 
would be considered and esteemed as the 
most pious, have been the most forward to 
confess themselves as the most wicked of 
ell beings, when in fact they know better. 
Thus they have deecived themselves, and 
vainly suppose ihat their piety would shine 
forth in the statement of that which was 
false, and that the Deity would be prepi- 
tious to them in conseguence of their ack- 
nowledging to him what they did not be- 
lieve in their hearts. ‘The following anec- 
dote will serve to illustrate what we have 
said on the subject.—Aless. of Peace. 

The late Rev. J. Murray, of New-Cas- 
tle, England, used to relate the following 
anecdote of an old woman, a member of 
his congregation—She had Leen in the prac- 
tice of coming to him very often, under the 
pretence of wishing to hold religious con- 
versation, or of secking spiritual advice ; 
but rather, in his opinion, for the purpose 
of having the unction of flattery applied to 
her spiritual pride. One day, she waited 
upon him with a grav.” face and more se- 
rious deportment than usual, and after much 
circumlocution, said that she was in great 
distress of mind. ‘What is the matter, Ja- 
netr’ said her pastor.—Oh, sir, 1 cannot 
be satisfied with myself; 1 am a barren 
tree, a dead branch, only fit to be hewn 
down.’ She then went on to enumerate at 
great length the various duties of faith and 
practice, which, like the young man in the 
gospel, she had endeavored to perform 
from her youth up 3 and concluded by say- 
ing— but I still fear there is something 
wrong, and that I am far from the kingdom 


adorned by such uniform purity of practice, 
what makes you think so? replied Mr, 


Murray. ‘ Oh, sir, I am afraid that I am 
a hypoctite !? said she. ‘Indeed, Janet, 
that is my fear too ; for I have thought you 
that, these seven years,’ said the minister, 
Janet departed in great wrath, and never 
returned to seek either advice or consola- 
tion.— Edinburgh Mag. 





‘The vast collections of various readings 
exhibited by Kennicot, De Rossi, and 
Griesbach, show the original scriptures to 
have been corrupted in more than ten thou- 
sand different places. Hence anew trans- 
lation of the whole bible becomes necessa- 
ry, and the labors of the learned, during 
the last two centuries, by the blessing of 
God on free inquiry, have been abundantly 
successful in procuring heavenly stores for 
such a landable undertaking.— Roch. Mag. 





The Presbyterian Church at West- 
Bloomtield, has recently expelled one of its 
members as a heretic, for embracing two 
plain scripture doctrines, the Unity and Be- 
nevolence of God, or unitarian Universal- 
ism. 





COMMUNICATED. 

Rhoda, the wife of Salmon M. Rose, wag 
a member of achurch connexion of Pres- 
byterians and ‘‘ongregationalists. She had 
requested a dismission from said church, 
but it was not granted. She considered the 
baptising of infants an impropriety ; and 
the doctrine of their damnation a thing 
most horrible. Could see no use (she said) 
in endless punishment: for God, as a lov- 
ing father, punishes his children to reclaim 
them, that they might be partakers of his 
holiness. But very few who have passed 
this scene of trials, that have better filled 
their stations in life. She was industrious, 
economical, cheerful and -benevolent.— 
Death was divested of his terrors as he ap- 
proached her—she sang with a weak and 
faultering voice, parts of several hymns in 
accordance with her faith, and expired on 
the 14th instant. This is given for the 
information of her numeroyps friends and 
connexious in the western part of the state 
of New-York. 

Lisle, May 18th, 1824. 

WESTERN ASSOCIATION. 

The Annual MEETING of the “ Wes- 
tern Association of Universalists of the 
state of New-York,” will be. held at the 








of heaven.’ § With so much orthodox faith, | 


Universalist Chureh in the town and coua- 
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ty of Madison, on the first Wednesday and: Tho’a mortal be ever so poor, eae 
Thursday i in June. | | Are delightful effusions «; hoes aven, 


N. B. Brother Smith will offer for sale | No grandeur nor wealth can procure. 
at the meeting, 200 Hymn Books, recom- 
mended by the Association.— Price 6s. 





| And now, in the Spring of our youth, 
Should wisdom our bosoms advise, 
| And learn from the motto of truth, 





SPRING. Wi penile’ Wenniiens te 
Welcome! sweet cheering Spring; once again: sere Remnenny MP PNee Ere 
. We hail thee with gladness sincere 5 | And those moments we live to enjoy, 
Not a vestige of Winter’s stern reign, | Should we cherish in virtue and love ; 
O’er the landscape is seen to appear. | Sweet religion our thoughts should employ, 


a , To fit us for mansions above. 
All nature looks lovely, serene 5 


The meadows with verdure look gay 3 | For tho’ in the spring-time of life, 
The woodlands are waving in green, We flourish in vigor and bloom, 

And sweet bloom the flowers of May. Yet soon the cold winter of death, 
Shall bid us descend to the tomb. * 


Slow steals the soft, meand’ring stream, 
Along by the mountain’s green side ; 





While gently the sun’s fervid beam, MARY’S TEARS 
Sparkles o’er the rippling tide. Where not the sinful et s tears 


Rich odours our bosoms inhale ; An offering worthy Heaven, 
What beauties thy season supply 5 When o'er the faults of re r yegis 

The wood-lark is heard in the vale, She wept—and forgiven? ™ 
And swift bears her wings to the sky. Whien bringing every balmy sweet 
Her day of luxury stor’d 

She o’er her Saviour’s hallowed feet 
The precious prefume pour’d,— 


And hark ! thro’ the green forest shade, 
The robin its mellow throat swells, 
As sweetly is heard in the glade, 
The mild shepherd’s pipe from the hills. And wip’d them with that golden hair, 
Where once the diamond shone, 





Vernal music from each bending bough, Tho’ now those gems of Grief were there 
Gently dwell on the list’ning ear ; Which shine for God alone ! 
For each fleeting warbler no: f 
Hails joyfully the spring of the year. Were not those sweets so humble shed— 
: That hair—those weeping eyes— 
With what animated delight, — And the sunk heart, that inly bled— 
They flourish the neighbouring grove ; Heav’n’s noblest eile? ? 
Their harmony our feelings invite, 
To join in the anthem of love. Thou, that hast slept in error’s sleep, 
Oh! would’st thou wake in he ‘aven, 
And see from the moss-dappled cot, Like Mary kneel, like Mary weep, 
The gay, rosy milk-maid appear, * Love ‘much,” > and be forgiven ! 
Contented she smiles at her lot, . 
Nor envy’s the wealthy and fair. St. Paul’s Cathedral in London.—This 


structure was 35 years in building. and cost 
736,722/. sterling, [3,262,208 dollars. | it 
is 500 feet long aiwl 250 fect wide; the 
summit of the dome 1s 340 feet high. 


Unadorn’d by the follies of youth, 
Her aspect is lovely and mild ; 
She’s the emblem of virtue and truth, 

And modesty—simplicity’s child. 





Health blossoms on her beauteous cheek ; 


Her features with happiness glow ; CONFIDENCE, 


Her movement and grace they bespeak Nothing shall fright my soul from God, 
‘That sorrow ne’er mantled her brow. Should he the skies this moment rend, 


ile is my only safe abode : 


Light o’er the emerald turf, as 
£ ’ My rock, my refuge, and my friend. 


Her footsteps they fleetingly bend ; . 
Tho’ lowly and humble her birth, Ss 


Yet her hopes on no more they depend PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY,AT TWO DOLLARY 
PER ANNUM, PAYABLE HALF YEARLY 


Thus, where peace and contentment be civ- IN ADVANCE —H. A. SALISBURY, 
en, PRINTER. 











